1780-3]                  INTRODUCTION
hade fair to make (he House of Commons the m of the n>yal will. The Kind's influence, impaire.c the disasters of the American War, asserted itse titue of the Lord Geori-r Gordon Riots in June r break of bigotry and rascality for a time paral; both Ministers and magistrates; but while all uroui Geonu* til hold firm and compelled the, auth The riots wore quelled, but, not In;fore hundre. desperadoes had perished in the flames which th< Those1 who saw larjfe parts of London ablaze li feeling of horror at all popular movements, am Geoff je III as the: saviour of society. This it was enabled htm to retain his influence scarcely impaii disasters of the American War. The monarcl firmly rooted than at any time since' the rei^n o Jacohitism survived amonj*1 a few antiquated 1 Johnson, as a pious belief or a fashionable affect;! in the year t"6'^ the lexicographer, after receiving George III, avowed to Hoswcll that the pleasure I louse of Hanover and of drinking1; Kinij Janu amply overbalanced by an income of three hundr As a sum of the' reality of the royal power, we public affairs were nearly at a stand still at the tin t»l'Geor;ft» III (November i;'HS to February i/Hg), Foreign Office despatch, sent to tlu* British .' Berlin at a critical time in our diplomatic relatit Pitt and the Foreign Secretary, the Marquis < cousideretl themselves the Kind's Secretaries unable to move until the royal will was known: